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• Legal Services of Eastern Missouri serves 
21 counties in Eastern Missouri 

• Legal Services provides free civil legal 
assistance in: 
– Family law/domestic violence, public benefits, 

Medicaid, education, immigration, consumer, 
housing, small business development, and 
unemployment.

• To request assistance: 
– Contact us by phone at 314-534-4200 or 1-800-

444-0514
– Visit our website at http://www.lsem.org and click 

on “get help now”

Who We Are
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• Education Justice Program (EJP)
– We are a division within Legal Services of Eastern 

Missouri, and we target the root causes of 
education inequity in Missouri through a racial 
justice lens and a community lawyering model 
to advance systemic change

• Children’s Legal Alliance (CLA)
– We are a division within Legal Services of Eastern 

Missouri, and we provide free legal 
representation to children with educational 
legal needs in the St. Louis area

– We serve children aged 3-18 in public schools.

Who We Are
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McKinney-Vento Definitions



What is McKinney-Vento?
• Federal law that defines 

responsibilities of schools 
for enrollment

• Legally ensures that 
homeless children and 
youth have immediate and 
equal access to public 
education no matter where 
they reside

• Addresses the problems 
that homeless children and 
youth face in enrolling, 
attending, and 
succeeding in school. 
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• Children or youth who lack a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence

– Fixed: securely placed or fastened; not subject to change or fluctuation

– Regular: standard, recurring residence is one used on a ‘regular’ 
(nightly) basis

– Adequate: sufficient for a specific requirement; lawfully and reasonably 
sufficient meet physical and psychological needs

• Includes unaccompanied youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian, 
whether they were forced out of their parent/guardian’s home or ran away

Definition of Homelessness
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• Sharing housing due to loss of housing, 
economic hardship, or a similar reason

• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or 
camping grounds due to no other options 

• Living in substandard housing
• Living in emergency or transitional shelters, or 

who are abandoned in hospitals 
• Living in a public or private place not designed 

for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping 
accommodation

• Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, 
public spaces or bus station, or similar setting

Examples of McKinney-Vento 
Situations
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McKinney-Vento Basics



• Ensure immediate enrollment and set 
up of transportation without delay

• Ensure equal access

• Remove barriers to enrollment and 
retention

Responsibilities of Schools
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• School districts must enroll the child 
immediately and set up transportation

• EVEN IF the paperwork required for enrollment is 
unavailable

• EVEN IF child has missed application or 
enrollment deadlines

• Contact the school district’s Homeless Liaison 
and tell them that you want to enroll your child

Enrollment
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• Best interest determination is a student-
centered approach. 

• Presumption is school of origin is in the 
child’s best interest, but the child may also 
attend their school of residency
– School of origin: the school the child attended 

when last permanently housed or the school in 
which the child was last enrolled

– School of residency: any public school that 
students living in the district are eligible to attend

Best Interest
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• School districts must provide 
transportation to and from school upon 
request

• Must be arranged without delay 

Transportation
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• If a dispute arises between the family and the 
school about eligibility, enrollment, or school 
selection, the school’s homeless liaison must
carry out dispute resolution procedures as 
quickly as possible

• During the dispute, the district is required to:
– Immediately enroll the child in the preferred 

school
– Allow the child to fully participate in school 

activities
– Provide the student with transportation if 

requested

Dispute Resolution
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McKinney-Vento 
During COVID-19



• Between July 7 and August 7, the St. Louis 
Sheriff’s Office has 59 evictions to process, even 
as the 2,700 applications received by the city of 
St. Louis for rental or mortgage assistance are still 
be processed.

• On July 7, eviction proceedings in the 22nd Circuit 
Court resumed but as of August 4, presiding judge 
has asked sheriff to temporarily stop evictions.  

• Local courts have the authority to stay evictions, 
but it is likely that more children will qualify as 
homeless this school year than previously

What to Expect
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• McKinney-Vento is still fully in effect, but the 
way in which schools provide services may look 
different.
– Schools’ responsibilities to eligible children remain the 

same
– Schools must ensure online enrollment systems are 

fully accessible or consider alternative ways to reach 
families

– Processes for providing meals and other services 
should be modified to ensure access

– Eligible children must receive the same access to 
technology, PPE (masks), and other necessary 
resources as other students

Responsibilities of Schools
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• Students experiencing homelessness 
should receive information and services 
related to COVID-19 school 
closures/remote learning options from their 
school’s homeless liaison

• Liaisons should stay in contact via regular 
check-ins with these students to ensure 
they are connected to instruction and other 
school/community-based supports

Communication
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• National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and 
Youth: https://naehcy.org/essa/

• SchoolHouse Connection COVID-19 Reources: 
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/covid19-and-homelessness/

• U.S. Interagency Committee on Homelessness: 
https://www.usich.gov/tools-for-action/supporting-children-and-
youth-experiencing-homelessness-during-the-covid-19-outbreak-
questions-to-consider/

• National Center for Homeless Education COVID-19 Resources: 
https://nche.ed.gov/covid-19-coronavirus-information/

• Education Justice Program’s Hotline 314-256-8789

Resources
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314-534-4200
800-444-0514
www.lsem.org

Main Office
4232 Forest Park Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63108

QUESTIONS?
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