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• Legal Services of Eastern Missouri serves 
21 counties in Eastern Missouri 

• Legal Services provides free civil legal 
assistance in: 
– family law/domestic violence, public benefits, 

Medicaid, education, immigration, consumer, 
housing, small business development, and 
unemployment.

• To request assistance: 
– Contact us by phone at 314-534-4200 or 1-800-

444-0514
– Visit our website at http://www.lsem.org and click 

on “get help now”

Who We Are
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• Education Justice Program (EJP)
– We are a division within Legal Services of Eastern 

Missouri, and we target the root causes of 
education inequity in Missouri through a racial 
justice lens and a community lawyering model 
to advance systemic change

• Children’s Legal Alliance (CLA)
– We are a division within Legal Services of Eastern 

Missouri, and we provide free legal 
representation to children with educational 
legal needs in the St. Louis area

– We serve children aged 3-18 in public schools.

Who We Are
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Standards for School Discipline



• Under Missouri law, the general standard for 
suspension or expulsion is “conduct which is 
prejudicial to good order and discipline in the schools 
or which tends to impair the morale or good conduct 
of the pupils.” MO Rev. Stat. §167.161

Statutory Standard
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• The local board of education of each school district is 
required to establish a written policy of discipline, often 
called a Student Code of Conduct. MO Rev. Stat. §
160.261.

• A copy of the discipline policy should be provided to the 
pupil and parent or legal guardian of every pupil enrolled in 
the district at the beginning of each school year. 

Student Codes of Conduct
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Suspensions



What Is a Suspension?

A suspension is when a student is temporarily 
excluded from school as a form of punishment.

Suspensions can be served in or out of school. 

The amount of time a person is suspended depends 
on what one is accused of and the school’s code of 
conduct. 
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Types of Suspensions
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Short-term
Suspension

Long-term 
Suspensions

10

Last up to
10 days

Lasts between
11-180 days



Who Can Suspend a 
Student?
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A School Principal

Can suspend a student for up to 
10 days without prior permission 

of the district superintendent.

A Superintendent

Can suspend a student for more 
than 10 days but not longer than 

180 days.



Where Do You Go to Reverse 
a Suspension?
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Short Term 
Suspensions

Go to the 
Superintendent

Long Term 
Suspensions

Go to the Board of 
Education

Expulsions

File in court



Why Can a Student
Be Suspended?

Common Reasons for Suspensions
• Not following dress code
• Disrupting classes
• Bullying (includes cyber bullying)
• Sexual / racial harassment
• Fighting
• Stealing
• Smoking
• Leaving campus without permission
• Skipping detention or in school suspension
• Insubordination

Refer to the school's code of conduct
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What to Expect When A 
Student Is Suspended

Short Term Suspensions (10 or fewer days)
• Meeting with the principal
• Explanation of the suspension
• Written notice with date and explanation 
• Principal reports to the Superintendent
• Superintendent can change a suspension at any 

time.
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What to Expect When A 
Student Is Suspended

Long Term Suspensions (11 - 180 days)
• Meeting with the principal
• Suspension explanation
• Referral to superintendent
• Meeting with all parties 
• Determination of time frame
• Appeal process is available
• Even though the student is out of school, an education must 

be provided
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Disciplinary Transfers

• In the Saint Louis Public Schools, students 
can be transferred from a neighborhood or 
magnet school to an alternative setting as 
the result of a disciplinary hearing, instead 
of receiving an “official” long-term 
suspension
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Expulsions



What Is an Expulsion?

An expulsion generally means that the 
student is removed from school for an 
unlimited period of time until the student is 
reinstated (let back in) by the local Board of 
Education.
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An expulsion is usually seen as permanent.



Facts About Expulsion
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Only the Board of Education can expel 
a student.

A hearing must be held within 
180 days.

A request for an 
expulsion to be 

reversed (appealed) 
can be filed in court.

A suspension lasting 
more than 180 days is 
legally an expulsion.

An education 
must still be 
provided to 
the student 
during this 

time. 



How Can a Student Be 
Expelled?

20

Review the school district’s code 
of conduct for further information.

Gang-
related 
activity

Alcohol or 
drug 

possession

Felony 
adjudication 
or criminal 
convictions

Bringing 
weapons 

like guns or 
knives to 
school



Right to Alternative Education



Right to Alternative Education

A suspension or expulsion shall not relieve 
the state or the student's parents or 
guardians of their responsibilities to educate 
the student. MO Rev. Stat. § 167.164.

School Districts must provide and pay for 
students to receive an alternative education 
during disciplinary actions.
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Student Rights During COVID-19



Discipline During COVID-19
School Discipline Policies are Still in Effect.

At this time, local school districts have not made any 
changes to their discipline policies.
• Students still have the right to alternative education 

when suspended long term or expelled, even if 
school is remote/virtual or hybrid.

• Students/Parents still have the right to a Board of 
Education hearing for expulsion and appeal to the 
court.
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Discipline During COVID-19
Protections for Students with Disabilities Are Still in Effect.

• Several laws relating to students with disabilities offer 
special protections during disciplinary proceedings.

• A student with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) 
under the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act 
(IDEA) or a Section 504 plan under the Rehabilitation 
Act is entitled to a “manifestation determination” 
review to evaluate any misconduct and determine 
whether the conduct is in relation to the student’s 
disability.

• Congress has not provided any waivers of these 
protections during COVID-19. Schools can hold IEP and 
manifestation determination meetings virtually, but they 
must still follow all procedures.
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Discipline During COVID-19
School Discipline via Virtual Learning
• At this time, there is no information on how school 

discipline will change with virtual learning as 
schools return in the fall. 

• Schools should be considering trauma-informed 
disciplinary practices to deal with the behavior 
students whose lives have been disrupted by the 
pandemic.

• Continue to visit DESE’s and your school district’s 
website for updated information on disciplinary 
policies.
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Short-Term 
Suspension
• Given  by a principal
• Temporary and are 

10 days or less. 
• May be reviewed or 

“appealed” by the 
Superintendent 

• Used for minor 
“infractions.”

Long-Term Suspension
• Given  by a 

Superintendent
• Temporary and is 11 

to 180 days in length.
• Can be reviewed or 

“appealed” by the 
Board of Education 

• Used for serious 
“infractions.”

Expulsions
• Given by the Board of 

Education
• Permanent,  and 

greater than 180 
days. 

• Can be reviewed or 
“appealed” by a court 
of law 

• Used for serious 
“infractions.”

Things to Remember 



• Education Justice Program’s Hotline 314-256-8789

• DESE’s Website on Student Discipline: https://dese.mo.gov/financial-
admin-services/school-governance/student-discipline

• School-to-Prison Pipeline in MO: https://www.aclu-mo.org/en/missouris-
pipeline-injustice-school-prison

• Long-Term Costs of the Pipeline: https://www.aclu-mo.org/en/news/long-
term-costs-missouris-school-prison-pipeline

• School Discipline Laws and Regulations: 
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/sites/default/files/discipline-
compendium/Missouri%20School%20Discipline%20Laws%20and%20Reg
ulations.pdf

• Article on Student Discipline in MO: https://www.aclu-
mo.org/en/news/school-discipline-missouri-gets-failing-grade

Resources
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314-534-4200
800-444-0514
www.lsem.org

Main Office
4232 Forest Park Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63108

Family Court Program
105 South Central Ave., Suite 555
Clayton, MO 63105

Hannibal Office
801 Broadway
PO Box 1276
Hannibal, MO 63401

Union Office
20 South Church St., Suite C
Union, MO 63084

QUESTIONS?

Education Justice Program’s Hotline 314-256-8789

https://twitter.com/LSEM_EST1956
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/15172788/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTlcdk0PxrP_6DJK4Zml4IA
https://www.facebook.com/LegalServicesofEasternMissouri/?ref=br_rs
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